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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–14 Edition) § 1917.122 

9 The United States Coast Guard, at 33 CFR 
126.15(1) and (n), and 33 CFR 154.570 sets out 
requirements for illumination at ‘‘des-
ignated waterfront facilities’’ and ‘‘large oil 
transfer facilities.’’ 

SPIRAL STAIRWAY—MINIMUM DIMENSIONS 

A (half-tread 
width) B 

Normal use by employ-
ees.

11 inches (27.94 
cm).

6 inches (15.24 
cm). 

Limited access ............. 9 inches (22.86 
cm).

5 inches (12.7 
cm). 

(2) Stairway risers shall be uniform 
and shall range from 61⁄2 to 101⁄2 inches 
(16.5 to 26.67 cm) in height; 

(3) Minimum loading capability shall 
be 100 pounds per square foot (4.79kN), 
and minimum tread center con-
centrated loading shall be 300 pounds 
(1334 N); 

(4) Railings shall conform to the re-
quirements of § 1917.112(c)(1). If balus-
ters are used, there shall be a min-
imum of one per tread. Handrails shall 
be a minimum of 11⁄4 inches (3.18 cm) in 
outside diameter; and 

(5) Vertical clearance shall be at 
least 6 feet, 6 inches (1.98 m) above the 
top step. 

(c) Maintenance. Spiral stairways 
shall be maintained in safe condition. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40201, July 25, 1997; 65 FR 40942, June 30, 
2000] 

§ 1917.122 Employee exits. 
(a) Employee exits shall be clearly 

marked. 
(b) If an employee exit is not visible 

from employees’ work stations, direc-
tional signs indicating routes to the 
exit shall be posted. 

(c) Exits shall be readily accessible 
and sufficient in number to provide em-
ployees with a convenient means of es-
cape in emergencies. A clear passage to 
the exit shall be maintained. 

(d) The minimum width of any em-
ployee exit shall be 28 inches (71.12 cm). 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 65 
FR 40942, June 30, 2000] 

§ 1917.123 Illumination. 9 
(a) Working and walking areas shall 

be illuminated. Unless conditions de-
scribed in the regulations of the United 
States Coast Guard (33 CFR 126.15(1) 
and (n), and 33 CFR 154.570) exist in the 
case of specific operations, illumina-
tion in active work areas (for example, 
cargo transfer points) shall be of an av-
erage minimum light intensity of 5 
foot-candles. The illumination in other 
work areas (for example, farm areas) 
shall be of an average minimum light 
intensity of 1 foot-candle except for se-
curity purposes when a minimum light 
intensity of 1⁄2 foot-candle shall be 
maintained. Where occasional work 
tasks require more light than that 
which is consistently and permanently 
provided, supplemental lighting shall 
be used. 

(b) The lighting intensity shall be 
measured at the task/working surface, 
in the plane in which the task/working 
surface is present. 

(c) Lights shall, so far as possible, be 
placed so that they will not shine in 
the eyes of employees. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40201, July 25, 1997] 

§ 1917.124 Dockboards (car and bridge 
plates). 

(a) General. The employer shall pro-
vide safe means of passage between dif-
ferent surface levels and across open-
ings. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Dockboards (car and bridge plates). 

(1) Dockboards shall be strong enough 
to support the loads imposed on them. 

(2) Portable dockboards shall be an-
chored in position or be equipped with 
devices to prevent their movement. 

(3) Hand holds or other effective 
means shall be provided on portable 
dockboards to permit safe handling. 
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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1917.127 

10 When the gap to be bridged to greater 
than 36 inches (.91 m), an acceptable means 
of preventing vehicles from running off the 
edge is a minimum side board height of two 
and three-quarter inches. 

11 When the gap to be bridged is greater 
than 36 inches (.91 m), an acceptable means 
of preventing vehicles from running off the 
edge is a minumum side board height of two 
and three-quarter inches. 

(4) Positive means shall be used to 
prevent railcars or highway vehicles 
from being moved while dockboards or 
bridge plates are in position. 

(5) Be designed, constructed, and 
maintained to prevent vehicles from 
running off the edge. 10 

(6) Dockboards shall be well main-
tained. 

(d) Ramps. (1) Ramps shall be strong 
enough to support the loads imposed on 
them and be designed, constructed, and 
maintained to prevent vehicles from 
running off the edge. 11 

(2) Ramps shall be equipped with a 
guardrail meeting the requirement of 
§ 1917.112(c)(1) if the slope is more than 
20 degrees to the horizontal or if em-
ployees could fall more than 4 feet (1.22 
m). 

(3) Ramps shall have slip-resistant 
surfaces. 

(4) When necessary to prevent dis-
placement by vehicle wheels, steel 
plates or similar devices used to tem-
porarily bridge or cover uneven sur-
faces or tracks, shall be anchored. 

(5) Ramps shall be well maintained. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40201, July 25, 1997; 65 FR 40942, June 30, 
2000] 

§ 1917.125 Guarding temporary haz-
ards. 

Ditches, pits, excavations and sur-
faces in poor repair shall be guarded by 
readily visible barricades, rails or 
other equally effective means. 

§ 1917.126 River banks. 
(a) This section applies to temporary 

installations or temporary operations 
near a river bank. 

(b) Where working surfaces at river 
banks slope so steeply that an em-
ployee could slip or fall into the water, 
the outer perimeter of the working sur-
face shall be protected by posting or 
other portable protection such as rop-

ing off. In these situations, employees 
must wear a personal flotation device 
meeting the requirements of 
§ 1917.95(b). 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983, as amended at 62 
FR 40201, July 25, 1997] 

§ 1917.127 Sanitation. 

(a) Washing and toilet facilities. (1) The 
employer shall provide accessible 
washing and toilet facilities sufficient 
for the sanitary requirements of em-
ployees. The facilities shall have: 

(i) Running water, including hot and 
cold or tepid water at a minimum of 
one accessible location (when cargo 
handling is conducted at locations 
without permanent facilities, potable 
water may be provided in lieu of run-
ning water); 

(ii) Soap; 
(iii) Individual hand towels, clean in-

dividual sections of continuous tow-
eling, or air blowers; and 

(iv) Fixed or portable toilets in sepa-
rate compartments with latch- 
equipped doors. Separate toilet facili-
ties shall be provided for male and fe-
male employees except when toilet 
rooms will be occupied by only one per-
son at a time. 

(2) Washing and toilet facilities shall 
be regularly cleaned and maintained in 
good order. 

(b) Drinking water. (1) Potable drink-
ing water shall be accessible to em-
ployees at all times. 

(2) Potable drinking water containers 
shall be clean, containing only water 
and ice, and shall be fitted with covers. 

(3) Common drinking cups are prohib-
ited. 

(c) Prohibited eating areas. Consump-
tion of food or beverages in areas where 
hazardous materials are being stored or 
handled shall be prohibited. 

(d) Garbage and overboard discharges. 
Work shall not be conducted in the im-
mediate vicinity of uncovered garbage 
or in the way of overboard discharges 
from the vessel’s sanitary lines unless 
employees are protected from the gar-
bage or discharge by a baffle or splash 
boards. 

[48 FR 30909, July 5, 1983,, as amended at 76 
FR 33610, June 8, 2011] 
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